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Chitwan Jungle Safari

Introduction

The lush jungles of Royal Chitwan National Park preserve one of the last remaining examples of the
primeval forest that once covered the Indian subcontinent. Chitwan is ranked among Asia's finest
wildlife reserves harbouring the Royal Bengal tiger, greater one horned rhinoceros, leopard, sloth bear,
wild boar, four types of deer, crocodiles and over 400 species of birds. Chitwan's forests allow you to
view animals close-up and undisturbed in their natural cover.
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The days here are spent on trips into the jungle on elephant back, swimming, jungle walks, bird
watching and, if the river is up, even a canoe trip on the Rapti River to look for crocodiles. Or, if you
prefer, you can stay at the lodge and just relax. NEVER WANDER ABOUT THE JUNGLE BY
YOURSELF.

Situated in the Rapti Valley, the Chitwan National Park is approximately 80 miles by road southwest of
Kathmandu. The region in which the park is situated is known as the Terai, a flat and highly cultivated
plain that constitutes the entire southern quarter of the country. Extremely hot in the summer while mild
and cool in winter, this long flat plain produces most of the country's food. During the 1950's, malaria
was eradicated and the population began to expand rapidly and logging and farmers in search of new
fields slowly cleared the jungle. Conservationists soon realised that if action was not taken it wouldn't
be long before all the animals of the Terai would be extinct. Thus in 1962 King Mahendra designated
Chitwan a rhinoceros preserve and in 1973, it was finally gazetted in parliament as the first National
Park in Nepal.

Today there are only about 1000 one-horned rhinos left in the world and over 300 of these are in the
Chitwan National Park. Of the less than 2000 tigers remaining in the sub-continent, over 40 live in
Chitwan. There are many other animals as well, like the gharial fish eating crocodile, buffaloes, sloth
bear, hog dear and wild peacocks. For a more in depth study of all the animals in the park we
recommend you read "The Heart of the Jungle" by K.K. Gurung.

Remember that although there are many animals to be seen Chitwan is not a zoo, nor is it like the vast
open plains of southern Africa. It is a small compact park where you must go out and find the animals.
Bear in mind that it is even possible that you may not see anything at all. Yet if you rise early in the
morning and go on a jungle walk or elephant ride with the park guides, you are very likely to spot at
least some wildlife. It should also be noted that there are over 400 species of birds living in the park
and if you are interested in bird watching there will be plenty of opportunities. Just ask the naturalist
guides.

Suggested Itinerary

Day 1 — Depart Kathmandu or Pokhara

The flight to Chitwan from Kathmandu takes around 30 minutes (or a 5 hour drive in a private car).
Alternatively you may be travelling from Pokhara and it would be a 4 to 5 hour drive in a private car. On
arrival you transfer from the plane or car to a Jeep/Land Rover to drive through the forest to your
accommodation. After lunch you will probably enjoy an elephant safari or a jungle walk. Your
accommodation will be in comfortable twin rooms, each with attached bathrooms. Evenings are spent
in the large dining hall which has a well stocked bar. Overnight Gaida Wildlife Lodge. (BLD)
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Day 2 — Full day of Wildlife activities

Chitwan is one of the best wildlife areas in Asia and its fauna includes more than 50 species of
mammals and over 450 species of birds. Deer, wild boar, monkey, rhino and crocodile are commonly
seen and, if you are lucky you may even see tiger, leopard or bear. Apart from jungle tours by elephant,
Gaida Wildlife Lodge offers a variety of other activities such as safaris by Land Rover, canoe rides, bird
watching and nature walks. The resident naturalists are happy to share their knowledge of the jungle
with you. You will also visit the nearby elephant camp (stables) and a naturalist will give a talk on their
habits, training and maintenance. Overnight Gaida Wildlife Lodge. (BLD)

Day 3 — Morning Wildlife activity. Depart Chitwan
In the morning, perhaps an elephant safari, nature walk or jungle drive. Mid-morning, you will begin
your onward journey with a flight to Kathmandu or drive to Pokhara. (B)

4 DAY EXTENSION: Additional full programme of wildlife activities.

The day-to-day schedule should be taken only as a general guide. A variety of factors, including
adverse weather conditions, difficulty with transportation and politics can lead to enforced changes.
Because of this it is not possible to guarantee that any of our holidays will run exactly according to the
planned itinerary.

SUPPORTING LOCAL CONSERVATION - A HELPING HAND
We are committed to helping preserve the environment, cultures and
wildlife of Nepal and the Indian sub-continent. All of our wildlife and
bird watching holidays actively support local conservation efforts
through donations and sponsorship. Classic Journeys are members of
TOFT (Tour Operators for Tigers), a UK travel industry campaign in
cooperation with Global Tiger Patrol. TOFT aims to advocate and

support a responsible and sustainable approach to tourism in Indian wildlife reserves, together with

aiding specific conservation programmes, which benefit the local communities and wildlife.

Classic Journeys is also a supporter of the Environmental Investigation Agency (EIA), an international
campaigning organisation committed to investigating and exposing environmental crime.

INCLUDED IN THE COST
Jungle lodge accommodation on twin share basis
All meals as specified
All internal transport as the itinerary
National Park entrance fees
All wildlife activities escorted by local naturalist guides
Sightseeing tours, bird watching & wildlife activities where specified

NOT INCLUDED IN THE COST
International flights from the UK
Airport Taxes
Visa fees
Medical examination (if required) & vaccination costs
Personal expenditure, bar bills, laundry, telephone calls, etc.
Porters, guides & other tips
Meals not specified
Personal clothing & equipment
Travel insurance
Optional trips
Charges incurred as a result of delays beyond Classic Journeys control
Anything not specified in the Cost Includes section
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GROUP SIZE
No Minimum
This extension can operate with one person however single supplements apply.

TOUR GRADE

EASY WILDLIFE EXTENSION: Most of this tour involves travel in comfortable vehicles or internal
flights. Early starts are normal. Some of the sightseeing and wildlife activities involve easy walking.
Safaris are either on foot, in canoe, on elephant back or in Jeeps. Jeep safaris are on bumpy tracks;
the sideways seating in some Jeeps can be a little uncomfortable. Some of the roads in Nepal are
poorly maintained and sections will have potholes.

ATYPICAL DAY

The day normally starts in the early morning before breakfast between 5.00 and 6.00 am, as this is the
best time to see wild animals. There will be the opportunity for a quick drink and a biscuit before we
leave. We will walk or travel on dirt tracks, which may be uneven or bumpy. When observing animals
it is essential you are as quiet as possible (silence is best) in order not to disturb the animals. Please
do not ask your driver to go off the permitted track or approach closer to an animal. The driver will get
you as close as they are allowed or that the animal will tolerate without interfering with its normal
behaviour. You will not be allowed out of the vehicles except at designated places, your guide will
advise you accordingly. We will return to our lodge or camp for brunch/lunch. There will be time to
relax in the heat of the day. We will then return to the park in late afternoon when the heat of the day
subsides and the animal activity resumes.

HEALTH & FITNESS REQUIREMENTS

The pace is considered easier compared to trekking and should enable anyone in good health to
participate. While there are no specific physical requirements, it is important that travellers are in good
health, have a positive attitude, a sense of humour and a spirit of adventure. Tours can consist of early
starts, some long days or climbing into vehicles. The transport provided is the best available for the
area and type of terrain being visited but be prepared for some lengthy journeys, bumpy dirt roads or
the occasional delay. The amount of walking involved this trip in minimal, walking while bird watching,
and during wildlife activities; some trails will however be on uneven surfaces.

We recommend that each person carry their own personal first aid kit including any prescription
medication they require; a suggested contents list will be provided on booking in the country
information dossier. We also provide details of the recommended vaccinations needed.

ACCOMMODATION

Wildlife lodge with private facilities

In Chitwan we stay at traditional Nepali styled Gaida Wildlife Lodge, there is a central dining area and
accommodation is in large cottages with comfortable twin beds. Please note that sometimes the
mentioned accommodation is fully booked in which case we will use similar standard accommodation.

There is a great variety of accommodation. Classic Journeys uses the finest properties with the best
guides. We use Gaida Wildlife Lodge, which provides good value accommodation in an excellent
location. Alternatively choose to stay at the famous Tiger Tops Jungle Lodge or Tented Camp at an
additional cost. Or combine two properties for added variety.

Gaida Wildlife Lodge

Gaida Wildlife Lodge is very comfortable and in a great location within the park. Facilities are not
luxurious - there is no electricity, so all lighting is by hurricane lantern and candle, and hot water for
showers comes from solar powered heaters and is available only in the evening. However, if you have
been trekking, it will seem like luxury, and we are sure you will appreciate the rustic style. The food is
excellent - a combination of western and traditional Nepali and the friendliness and knowledge of the
staff will be a highlight of your stay here.
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Tiger Tops Jungle Lodge and Tented Camp

The Tiger Tops Jungle Lodge and Tented Camp are located in the Surung Valley in the heart of the
Royal Chitwan National Park. Situated on high ground overlooking tall grasslands with the river, middle
hills and the snow capped Himalayas beyond. On clear days several 8000-meter peaks including
Annapurna, Dhaulagiri and Manaslu can be seen from the Tented Camp. Activities include wildlife
viewing from elephant back, jungle walks, bird-watching, Land Rover drives, river safaris, elephant
camp visits, wildlife viewing and photographing from machans (blinds). Experienced naturalists escort
all wildlife activities. Accommodation at the Tented Camp is in twelve large safari tents with
comfortable twin beds, separate hot and cold shower amenities and jungle toilets. Please note that
Tiger Tops properties are significantly more expensive than Gaida Wildlife Lodge.

FOOD

All meals at Chitwan included

(From lunch day 1 to breakfast day 3 is included (or breakfast day 4 on 4 day Extension).

Most hotel and lodge restaurants usually provide both vegetarian and non-vegetarian, continental,
Nepalese and traditional cuisine. Please ask the staff if you have any specific request, especially
regarding flavours and spices, as they will do their best to adjust menus accordingly and cater for your
tastes.

WEATHER

Nepal has two seasons the dry season from October to May and the rainy, monsoon season from June
to September. Daytime temperatures at lower altitudes (Kathmandu) will range between highs of 20C
(December to February) to up 30C (May to October). The best time to visit Nepal for a birding and
wildlife tour is from mid-September through to June when short grass makes for better game-viewing
however autumn months are rewarded with stunning Himalayan views. From September to late
October the weather is pleasantly hot 25T to 36<C although in Chitwan it is humid. From November
to February daytime temperatures drop to 20C to 28 C, humidity in Chitwan persists, in the form of
heavy fog from evening to mid morning and Nighttime temperatures drop to 4C. From March
onwards the humidity drops and temperature rise again (25T to 32<C), reaching a maximum of 40C
by May. The summer months of June to August can be too hot for general travel with monsoon rains.
Pokhara remains favourable all the year round neither too warm nor too cold.

EQUIPMENT & CLOTHING

Casual clothing is the order of the day. Hard wearing, easy to wash travel clothes are ideal. You may
wish to pack one set of slightly smarter clothes to wear at the hotels. Laundry service will be available
at all the places we stay and towels are provided. Early morning can be cold (November to February)
until the sun is up especially on game drives, in open top Jeeps and in the jungle. A light windproof or
fleece jacket, warm hat, gloves and scarf are recommended. During the day you will need a wide
brimmed sun hat and sunglasses. Lightweight, comfortable walking shoes are advised for throughout
the holiday and for sightseeing.

Special note: no bright colours in the field, please, including brightly coloured clothes, hats, gloves,
etc. Although the birds and other wildlife are relatively approachable, muted colours are essential to
improve our chances.

You should bring a pair of binoculars in good repair. If you are a keen birder you may want to bring a
spotting scope. You should bring all the camera equipment, spare batteries and film that you will need.
For digital camera users bring sufficient memory cards and storage. If you are using re-chargeable
batteries you will need to bring your charger and a travel adapter (round two pin). Plastic bags, cotton
bags or pillowcases are useful to protect your camera equipment from dust and sand. A small
daypack/camera bag is essential for carrying excess clothing, camera equipment and a water bottle.
We provide a very comprehensive equipment list, including suggested camera equipment and tips for
wildlife photography, in the country information dossier, which we send you on confirmation of booking.
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SUGGESTED READING

Nepal: An Insight Guide: APA Publications.

Rough Guide to Nepal: Reed, Rough Guide Publications.

Nepal Phrasebook: Margit Meinhold & Prakash A. Raj, Lonely Planet Publications.
Window on to Annapurna: Joy Stephens.

The Waiting Land: Dervla Murphy.

The Face of the Tiger: Charles McDougall. A study of the Chitwan tiger.

Field Guide to the Birds of Nepal: Grimmett, Inskipp & Inskipp.

Tiger for Breakfast: Michel Peissel.

Birds of Nepal: Robert Fleming Sr. & Robert Fleming Jnr.

Pocket Guide to Birds of the Indian Subcontinent: Grimmett, Inskipp & Inskipp.
Birds of Nepal: Grimmett, Inskipp & Inskipp (highly recommended)

A Birdwatchers Guide to Nepal: Inskipp

Waterbirds of Asia, A Field Guide: Wild bird Society of Japan.

Heart of the Jungle: K.K. Gurung.

Royal Chitwan National Park: Jefferies.

The Himalayas: Time Life-Books, Nigel Nicolson.

BOOKS & MAPS AVAILABLE FROM:

NHBS Ltd., 2-3 Wills Road, Totnes, Devon, TQ9 5XN. (01803) 865913

Website: www.nhbs.com

Wildsounds, Cross Street, Salthouse, Norfolk, NR25 7XH. (01263) 741100
Website: www.wildsounds.com

Stanfords, 12 Long Acre, London, WC2E 9LP 020 7836 1321

Cicerone at Booksource, 50 Cambuslang Road, Cambuslang, Glasgow, G32 8NB
Amazon, www.amazon.co.uk

If you have any questions or would like to know more about any aspect of this trip,
please do not hesitate to contact the Classic Journeys office.

© Classic Journeys. All rights reserved. No portion of the text or images on these pages can be reproduced without the express
written consent of Classic Journeys.
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